In response to 9/11, the relationship between religion, conflict, and violence has been at the heart of many publications among journalists, scholars of religions, and politicians. At the same time, a growing number of studies have researched the role of religion in peacebuilding initiatives. In this context, a solid training in both Religious studies and Peace and Conflict studies uniquely equipped students for an international political and/or military career. Senior U.S. officials have identified the need for future policy makers, religious leaders, and operational personnel to be able to exercise P&C skill sets (conflict resolution, conflict management, peacemaking, and peacebuilding skills) with a greater sensibility to religious topics.
UU students interested in designing such a curriculum for themselves should contact the director of either Peace and Conflict studies or Religious studies to discuss available options. Both programs are exploring the possibility to formalize this area of study by creating in the near future a track or concentration in Religion and Conflict. 
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